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___________________________________________________

ARENESS      MUSIC   AND MANY M

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
 Bible Trivia: What did Jesus say is the greatest commandment?  

The first person with the correct answer will have his or her name printed here.  (Ministers, worship leaders and their families are not eligible; they must do the tough Bible Trivia).

Answer to last month's trivia: Under the new law, no foods are considered unclean. (Romans 14:14).

Tough Bible Trivia: How many kings and their armies join forces with King Ben-Hadad, King of Syria, against King Ahab?

Answer to last month's tough trivia: Psalms 118 is in the center of the Bible.  There are 594 chapters before it and 594 chapters after it.

Another Moment, Another Year 


By Dorine S. O'Garro

Lord, as I welcome the New Year,




I don't know what the future will bring,

Silently praying on bended knees.




But of one thing I am sure.

Oh Master of love, hope, and care




That You will still provide everything 

Let me feel Your Presence, please.




Because Your timeless love is secure.

Grant me the grace to do Your Will!



Another moment, another year,

Fill my heart with Your Desire!




What does it matter after all?

Lord, I cannot describe the thrill,




For every instance You are near,

My heart's ablaze with Your Living Fire.


  
To answer to Your Children's call.

I felt a surge of gratefulness,




It's no wonder then that the New Year,

As I rose to a dramatic cheer.




Comes one week after Christ came to earth.

I thank You for Your faithfulness,




The meaning of the nearness is clear.

I've seen the dawn of a brand New Year.



We are alive because of Jesus' birth. 

AN AFRICAN AMERICAN VIEW ON WATCH NIGHT (NEW YEAR'S EVE)

The Lord will watch over your coming and going, both now and forevermore." Psalm 121:8

On December 31, 1862, also known as "Freedom's Eve", Americans of African descent came together in churches, gathering places and private homes throughout the nation, anxiously awaiting news that the Emancipation Proclamation had become law. Then, at the stroke of midnight, that is January 1, 1863, and according to Lincoln's promise, all slaves in the Confederate States were legally free. People remained in churches and other gathering places, eagerly awaiting word that Emancipation had been declared. When the actual news of freedom was received later that day, there were prayers, shouts and songs of joy as people fell to their knees and thanked God. 

But even before 1862, African people came together on New Year's Eve. January 1 was the day many owners of enslaved Africans tallied up their business accounts for the past year. Human property was sold along with land and furnishings to satisfy debts. Families and friends were separated. Often they would never see each other again on this side of heaven. Thus coming together on December 31 might be the last time for enslaved and free Africans to be together with loved ones.  So, Black folks in North America have gathered annually on New Year's Eve since the earliest days, praising God for bringing us safely through another year and praying for the future. Certainly, those traditional gatherings were made even more important by the events of 1863, which brought freedom to the slaves. Sadly many of us were never taught the African American history of Watch Night. This article is another example to remind us of the rich history and culture we have.  Our traditions and our faith still bring us together at the end of every year to celebrate once again that we come this far by faith.  Amen.  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!!


___________________________________________________________________





St. Peter's enjoyed a great December this year!!  The month opened with the St. Albans Lions Club raffling off prizes that our members found useful.





The Christmas Potluck Dinner was filled with a menu of delicious home cooking!  Featured items were barbecue, curry, and fried chicken.  Chicken chow mein, Italian sausages, rice & peas, spicy shrimps in their shells, stewed peas & white rice, and salads were included with carrot cake, and coconut pies. Plates were piled high with food!  All diets were postponed!  Sorrel and fruit punch were used to wash everything down! 





Candlelights were used during the Christmas Eve Service.  Christmas Day Service was also nicely attended.





The Christmas Pageant rivaled a MGM production!  The 2004 Baby Jesus was played by the child of proud parents Jessica & Mark Campbell (proud grandparents: Marlene & Dennis Campbell).  





Special Thanks to Mrs. Wilma Lawrence and the St. Albans Lions Club for the surprise gifts for all of St. Peter's youngsters at the end of the Service.





The year ended with a packed church for New Year's Eve service.  The Ladies Auxiliary sent everyone home well fed (See the Watch Night Article on Page 2).


























CHURCH RETREAT





June 24 – 26 2005		(Friday night to Sunday Morning)





$150.00 per person		(Two people per room)


	      300.00 per person		   (One person per room)


Price includes room & meals		Only 14 rooms left!





You will be back in time for Church!  Don't get left behind!





NOW IS THE TIME TO MAKE YOUR PAYMENTS
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