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___________________________________________________

ARENESS      MUSIC   AND MANY M


_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Bible Trivia will be in hiatus while the newsletter explores Urban Legends in the Black Community.  An urban legend is a story that contains a few factual details that make it appear to be true.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

URBAN LEGENDS IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY (PART TWO)
KIDNEY THIEVES IN NEW ORLEANS

Legend: A student, person on a business trip, or people who picks up (or is picked up by) a stranger in a bar is slipped drugged drink and awakens in an ice-filled hotel bathtub. A message telling them to call  911 or go to the hospital is written nearby, and they soon discover that an organ thief has stolen one of their kidneys. 

The United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS) claims there is absolutely no evidence of such activity ever occurring in the U.S. or any other industrialized country. While the tale sounds credible enough to some listeners, it has no basis in the reality of organ transplantation.  The National Kidney Foundation has repeatedly issued requests for alleged victims of organ thieves to come forward and validate their stories. None have.  

The fact is, says UNOS in its Perspective on Organ Trafficking, it's all but impossible for such a market to exist outside major medical facilities. Organ removal, transporting, and transplantation procedures are so complex and delicate — requiring advance testing, minute timing, and the organized support of so many qualified personnel — that they simply could not be accomplished in any but a legitimate, well-equipped professional setting (In other words, a hotel room is not a suitable place to perform an organ transplant). 

This story has appeared in Detroit & Austin, Texas, and New York as well.  The story has had such an adverse effect on tourism in New Orleans that the Police Department set up a hotline (504) 826-2828 for any victim of organ theft in that city.  From 1997 to December 2004, not one person called.  However lives were place at risk when those following false leads about "money for kidneys" kidnapped several people for organ transportation.

It is illegal in the United States and many countries to sell your internal organs.  Where did this story come from?  In 1988 a Kurdish Moslem named Ahmet Koc claimed while hospitalized in Great Britain his kidney was stolen.  In a British court of law, a Turkish newspaper was produced showing him advertising to sell his kidney.  He confessed and received a two year sentence in a British prison.  In 1998, three doctors in Uttar Pradesh, India were arrested for promising jobs to unemployed men offering to sell their kidneys.  This topic of kidney thieves has been featured in TV shows such as Law & Order and  New York Undercover.

Although this story is false, do continue to remain alert when you travel.
April Issue:    Black Voting Rights to Expire in 2007?

May  Issue:     Social Security Numbers bases on Race?

FEATURED FUNNY

There are two men standing by the sundial in the middle of the village at sunset.  One says to the other "

Okay, now how do we set the time on this thing?"
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Sunday School


9:30 A.M.


(No Sunday School


  during July & August)





Church Service


11:00 A.M.





Holy Communion


 1st and 3rd Sundays





Bible Study: Wednesday


Nights 7:00pm – 9:00pm





     Wednesday, March 9th�
7PM�
BIBLE STUDY�
�
 �
8PM�
LENTEN SERVICE�
�
     Monday, March 14th�
8PM�
CHURCH COUN. MEETING  �
�
    Wednesday, March 16th�
7PM�
BIBLE STUDY�
�
 �
8PM�
LENTEN SERVICE                                                      �
�
    Friday, March 18th�
7PM�
ASTRONOMY�
�
    Sunday, March 20th�
11AM�
PALM SUNDAY �
�
    Wednesday, March 23rd�
7PM�
BIBLE STUDY�
�
 �
8PM�
LENTEN SERVICE�
�
    Thursday, March 24th�
7PM�
Outdoor Passion Play�
�
 �
8PM�
Maundy Thursday Service with�
�
 �
 �
Passover Supper & Footwashing�
�
   Friday, March 25th�
7PM�
Outdoor Passion Play�
�
 �
8PM�
Good Friday Service with�
�
 �
 �
Drama Dept. Presentation�
�
    Saturday, March 26th�
 �
NO CLASSES�
�
    Sunday March 27th�
EASTER�
 �
�
 �
3AM�
EASTER VIGIL�
�
 �
6AM�
VIGIL BREAKFAST�
�
 �
7AM�
DAWN SERVICE�
�
 �
9:30AM�
SUNDAY SCHOOL�
�
 �
11AM�
WORSHIP SERVICE�
�
    Wednesday, March 30th�
 �
NO BIBLE CLASS�
�






CHURCH RETREAT


June 24 – 26 2005	  (Friday night to Sunday Morning)





$165.00 per person		            (Two people per room) $300.00 per person		            (One person per room)


 Price includes room & meals		Only 10 rooms left!


You will be back in time for Church!  Don't get left behind!


__________________________________________________________


NOW IS THE TIME TO MAKE YOUR PAYMENTS
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