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ARENESS      MUSIC   AND MANY M


_____________________________________________________________________________________________
Bible Trivia will be in hiatus while the newsletter explores Urban Legends in the Black Community.  An urban legend is a story that contains a few factual details that make it appear to be true.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

URBAN LEGENDS IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY (PART THREE)
BLACK VOTING RIGHTS TO EXPIRE IN 2007

Legend: As everyone should be aware, in 1965, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed the Voters Rights Act. This was created to allow Blacks the right to vote.  This legislation guaranteeing blacks the right to vote in the USA will expire in 2007. 

Fact: The Voting Rights Act is an ACT not a LAW.   Laws are meant to be permanent; acts are meant to be temporary. The Act didn't guarantee blacks the right to vote; they'd already held that right since the ratification of the 15th Amendment on February 8, 1870.  

The Amendment states in clear English that the right to vote shall not be barred on the basis of "race, color, or previous condition of servitude" (i.e. slavery).  Despite the 15th Amendment, many states in the South enacted Jim Crow voting requirements that effectively prevented blacks from voting. Poll taxes, literacy tests, grandfather clauses, and other tactics were adopted to ensure that only whites entered polling places on election day. If those schemes failed, intimidation, force, and violence were handy alternatives.

The remedy to this injustice was President Lyndon Johnson's proposal  and Congress' passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. The Voting Rights Act provided for enforcement of the 15th Amendment. The Voting Rights Act authorized the federal government to send federal officers to counties where local registrars refused to accept the registration of black voters, to send observers to monitor elections and ensure that blacks were allowed to vote (and that their votes were actually counted), and to mandate that certain areas obtain the approval of the Attorney General before making changes to their voting requirements or procedures. 
The Act was initially effective for a period of five years; that period was later extended for another five years, then another seven years, and finally for another twenty-five years, ending in 2007. Even if the Voting Rights Act is not extended again in 2007, this will not mean that the right to vote will "be taken away" from blacks; it will simply mean that the federal government will no longer require states to seek federal approval before changing their voting laws. We should see this as a positive that we as a society have finally (if slowly and painfully) progressed to the point we no longer need to take special measures to ensure that every citizen has a fair opportunity to participate in a democratic voting process. There are issues we should get all riled up about this isn't one of them. 
May  Issue:     Social Security Numbers bases on Race?

SPECIAL NOTES

As of the time this issue went to bed, the Pope, John Paul II passed.  We keep the Pope and the Roman Catholic Church in our prayers.  Also the February Issue erroneously stated that February is Women's

History Month; Women's History Month is March.
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Sunday School


9:30 A.M.


Church Service


11:00 A.M.





Holy Communion


 1st and 3rd Sundays





Bible Study: Wednesday


Nights 7:00pm – 9:00pm





EVENTS THIS MONTH


Wednesday, April 6th 	7-9 PM		BIBLE STUDY





Thursday, April 7th	7:30 PM	CIVIC ASSOCIATION MEETING





Friday, April 8th	7:00 PM	COMPUTER WORKSHOP -  $5.00 Donation





Sunday, April 10th 	11:00 AM	BAPTISM – Baby Campbell


			


3:00 PM	JAZZ CONCERT


		Donations: Adults - $10.00


		Children under 12 - $5.00





Monday, April 11th	8:00 PM	CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING





Wednesday, April 13th 	7-9 PM		BIBLE STUDY





Friday, April 15th	7:00 PM	ASTRONOMY – $5.00





Saturday, April 16th	12:00PM	CONFIRMATION CLASS RESUMES





			2:00PM	MUSIC PLANET RESUMES





Sunday April 17th	1:30 PM	PRESENTATION BY SHANELL DOUGLAS





Wednesday, April 20th 	7-9 PM		BIBLE STUDY





Sunday, April 24th 	3:00 PM	ANNUAL PRAYER DAY (AFTER CHURCH)





Wednesday, April 27th 	7-9 PM		BIBLE STUDY














	             			





				





CHURCH RETREAT


June 24 – 26 2005	  (Friday night to Sunday Morning)





$165.00 per person		            (Two people per room) $300.00 per person		            (One person per room)


 Price includes room & meals		


You will be back in time for Church!  Don't get left behind!


__________________________________________________________


NOW IS THE TIME TO MAKE YOUR PAYMENTS
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